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US History - Course Expectations

Welcome.

Our United States History course deals with varied political, intellectual, socioeconomic, and cultural themes. We will begin by considering the foundations laid for American settlement in Europe as well as in North America to help place cultural, intellectual, social, and economic trends in context. You should develop an understanding of many of the principal themes in American history, an ability to analyze historical evidence and evaluate historical interpretation as well as an ability to express historical understanding in writing as well as in speech. Following is a list of some of the trends in US history that we will consider:
American Diversity and Identity: The diversity of the American people, the roles of race, class, ethnicity and gender and the relationships among different groups in our history. What does it mean to be an American? How do regional differences affect views about national character? 
Intellectual and Cultural History: The range of intellectual and collective expressions through literature, art, music, theater and film. We will study popular culture and cultural conflict within American society, particularly as attitudes toward religion, the role of the family, ritual, work and authority have changed. Additionally, we will look at the variety of religious beliefs and practices in America and their influence on politics, economics, and society.

Demographic Changes: Economic, social, and political effects of demographic changes: birth, marriage, death, life expectancy, family patterns, population size and density as well as immigration and internal migration.

Economic Transformations: Changes in trade, commerce and technology, specifically the effects of capitalist development, labor and unions, and consumerism. 
Environment: The changes in the way Americans view consumption and conservation and the effects of American demographic changes on our environment.

International Relations: American relations with the rest of the world including colonialism, mercantilism, global hegemony, development of markets, imperialism, cultural exchange and war, particularly as globalization becomes our political reality. Unfortunately, we must also study our history of war and diplomacy and the impact that global conflict has had on our politics, economy and society.

Politics and Citizenship: The legacy we retain from our colonial past, our political traditions, the growth and challenges to democracy, the development of the modern state, the changing definitions of citizenship and the increasing guarantee of civil rights. 

Reform: Reform movements including education, anti-slavery, labor, temperance, women’s rights, civil rights, gay rights, war, public health and government.

Student Activities and Requirements
Readings – You will read from our text and from primary sources throughout this course. Notes and answers to questions will be used to help assess your participation and understanding. Our primary text is The Americans, authored by Gerald A. Danzer, published by McDougall Littell.
Homework Assignments – Homework will be assigned daily and will include reading from our text as well as other sources. Student knowledge may be assessed in written form or by performance on in class assignments or quizzes. 

Exams – We will have regular exams which will feature multiple choice tests as well as writing tasks. 

Oral Reports – You will be asked to deliver oral presentation, both individual and group. They should be well rehearsed, insightful, creative and fascinating. 

Writing –You will be required to accumulate and weigh evidence and reach conclusions based upon trends and facts. You will also be challenged to evaluate existing historical scholarship to detect bias and to place it in its own historical context. 
Current Events – You will be responsible for bringing current events articles to class on a schedule that will be announced. Your articles should come from respected news magazines, newspapers and internet sources. The topic of these articles will be determined by the topic covered in class. You will be asked to summarize each article, explain how the information in the article applies to the topic of discussion, analyze them for bias, and be prepared to lead the class in a discussion. 

Student Responsibilities 
· Have and earn respect - be courteous and cooperative while you are in class. Listen to, help, praise, and be considerate of others. Take care of the classroom furniture and equipment.
· Make an effort - study and be conscientious about your assignments. Cheating and plagiarism will be defined and handled as per district policy.

· Be present - attend class regularly and promptly. It will be difficult to satisfactorily complete this course if you are absent. 
· Plagiarism is the use of any idea or the phrasing of an idea that can be traced to a source without having used proper acknowledgment. Plagiarism Is also turning in someone else’s work as one’s own or supplying one’s work to another student for him/her to use. Cheating is copying homework, web sites, class work, quiz, and test answers from other students with or without their permission. Students who work “together” should not submit identical work. If students cheat or plagiarize, parents/guardians will be contacted and they will receive a referral to an administrator.
Late Work

· Assignments are due at the beginning of the period unless otherwise stated. Work turned in after the designated time will be considered “late”. 

· An assignment will lose half of its value after one class. 

· If you are absent, contact other students so that you can come to class prepared. Homework and classwork that are late due to excused absences must be turned in on the first day that you return or it will be considered "late”. 

· Major projects and presentations may not be submitted late. Alternate assignments may be assigned.

· Missed exams must be made up within one week in order to receive full credit. 

Class Procedures

· I am available during lunch and before school by appointment if you need to talk to me or if you need to make up assignments and tests. I will respond to email within 3 days. 
· Students earn discrete grades for each quarter. That means that grades “reset” at the beginning of each quarter. 

· Progress Reports and Grade Reports will be available via the Aeries Parent Portal, our district’s grading software. 

· Grades are “weighted” as follows: 

30% Exams and Quizzes

25% Essays and Written Assignments

30% Classwork, Bellwork, and Presentations
15% Homework and Discussion

· There are no “extra credit” opportunities.  
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(yours)
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home phone #(
)
best time to call:


your cell phone# (

)

parents' Info: 
work or cell phone (
)




(first, last)





work or cell phone (
)




(first, last)

one fascinating fact about you that no one here would know (you are a secret chess master, you never learned how to ride a bike, your brother is a mercenary, you hope to be a rocket scientist, none of your teeth are real, you have been to Gibraltar and fought with the monkeys)


Is there anything that I should know about you in order to help you succeed? 


name of your counselor


Student: I have read the course expectations, have a basic understanding of them, and request to continue my enrollment in this class.

Student Signature 


Parent: I have reviewed the course expectations and wish to have my child continue his/her enrollment in this class.
Parent Signature
 

